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CDOT Workflow MS 12- Accessing Aerial 
Imagery Files 

This document guides you through the process of locating and downloading aerial imagery 

stored on CDOT servers. 

In order to download the correct image files for a project, the names of the image tiles must first 

be determined. Both Denver Area (DRAPP) and Statewide (NAIP) image tiles can be identified 

using the DRAPP/NAIP Imagery Tile Viewer.  

 1. To open up the DRAPP/NAIP Imagery Tile Viewer go HERE. The DRAPP/NAIP 

Imagery Tile Viewer opens as shown below. 

    

 2. Click the Layers List button to display the available data layers. 

 

  

http://cdot.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=cb529f89cab544d89e952f3d74194259
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 3. Click on the Layer Group (Imagery Tile Viewer) to expand it and see the layers in that 

group (note the indention).  

 

 4. To turn on a layer in the map area, check the box to the left of the desired layer (i.e. 

DRAPP 2014 TIF). Note that the box next the related Group Layer (DRAPP 2014) must 

be checked also. 

 

 5. Click the Legend button to see the symbology for the layers that are enabled (checked 

on) in the Layers list. 
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You can use the navigation tools in the upper left corner of the map area to zoom in/out. As you 

zoom in you will notice that the tile labels will appear and the Major Roads will appear.  

The Home button will zoom you to the statewide extent. Scrolling the mouse wheel will also 

allow you to zoom in and out. Click and hold the left mouse button down to pan around the map.  

 

 6. Left mouse click on a tile grid to select the tile (it will highlight) in order to view its 

attributes: 

 Type of imagery (i.e. DRAPP 2014 TIF) 

 Imagery Directory for that imagery type (i.e. \\tocaerials\Aerials_2014\uncompressed)  

 Imagery Tile name (i.e. N1W133) 

Note: Other features such as Highways can also be selected to view their 

attributes.  

 

  

file://///tocaerials/Aerials_2014/uncompressed
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 7. Highlight the imagery directory location in the text box by left clicking several times on it 

until the entire directory is highlighted. Then right mouse click and select Copy from the 

flyout menu (or hit Ctrl-C on your keyboard). 

  

 8. Open a windows explorer window and paste the copied text into the address bar. Hit the 

Enter key and you should see the available sub folders. 

 

 9. Back in the Imagery Tile Viewer, highlight the entire image tile name in the text box by 

left clicking several times on it until the entire name is highlighted. Then right mouse click 

and select Copy from the flyout menu (or hit Ctrl-C on your keyboard). 
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 10. In the same windows explorer pane from earlier, paste the copied text into the search 

bar. Hit Enter. 

   

 11. Any files matching the search are displayed in the window as shown below. Select only 

the .TIF or .SID file and Copy it by either pressing Ctrl-C on your keyboard or right 

mouse click on the file and choose Copy. 

 

 12. Open a new windows explorer pane and paste the copied file to the desired location on 

your local machine. Move the file to the desired  folder in the project directory in 

ProjectWise. 

 13. Repeat above steps for any other files needed. 

  



CDOT Workflow MS 12- Accessing Aerial Imagery Files  

 

Colorado Department of Transportation  Page 6 

  

 

Tips/Tricks: 

 Be aware that each NAIP TIFF will have one of two projections (UTM 13N NAD83 or 

UTM 12N NAD83) depending on where it is located in the state. This can be 

determined in the file name (12 or 13). The following western Colorado counties are 

UTM12N NAD83: Delta, Dolores, Garfield, La Plata, Mesa, Moffat, Montezuma, 

Montrose, Ouray, Rio Blanco and San Miguel. The rest are UTM 13N NAD83. 

 

 If multiple layers are turned on and you try to click on a grid to get its attributes, be 

aware that you might have multiple features selected. If you see “1 of X” in the upper 

left corner of the info box, you can click the arrow to the right to display the other 

feature’s attributes. 

 

 


